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Q U E R 1 E 8 


ON THE 


MINUTES 


OF THE 


Council of War held at Grady 
the Fourth of May laſt : 


FROM WHICH 


Gogd Rzasons may be drawn, for a 


„Narr ColoNEL's having taken ſo 
large a Part in the Defence 
of Admiral E. 


Fa ER n 


—— 
ECG. 


Sparſa Prælii propediem committed Fama, Flos juventutis 
Aulice, & certatim ex cunctis Regni Provinciis Nobiles ad 
eam Expeditionem ſe ultro offerebant : Sic enim apud nos com- 
paratum ęſt; ut Nobilitas Decoris ad Vanitatem uſque ſit 
avida : idque ſummo Regni bono; fic enim fit, ut, inſtante 
| Periculo, Rex nunquam, etiam fine ullis Stipendiis, d Nebi- 
litate deſeratur. | 
THrvani Hiſt, Lib. Ixxxvii. 
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SOME 
4.2 © FOG 
oF THE 


Council of War held at Gibraltar the 


Fourth of My laſt, Wc 


YOU! HE following g Queries were wrote 

ſome Time ago, upon hearing the 
Yew 11 7 Reſolutions read of that remarkable 
Council of War; which was held at Gibraltar 


the fourth of May laſt ; in which the Fate of 


Minorca ſeems to have been abſolutely deter- 
mined, and the Fort of St. Philip's given up 
to the Enemy, near two Months before the 
Lieutenant-Governor ſurrendered it. But it 
was thought more equitable to defer their 
Publication till the honourable Gentlemen 


were returned; who are concerned to give 


an Anſwer to them. | | 
B | 'Tis 


"Tis to be hoped that Perſons of their 
Rank can aſſign the moſt ſatisfactory Reaſons 
for Reſolutions ſo deliberately entered on; and 
therefore no one need to conſider theſe Que- 
ries, as implying any Sort of Charge ; but only 
as flowing from a Concern. for the Honour of 
our Service, and intended to give theſe Offi- 
cers an Opportunity of clearing ſome Doubts, 
which have ariſen in People's Minds, for want 
of better Information. Lo 


Wnrarzvkr may have been advanced in 
the public Papers under the Name of one 
of theſe Neble Colonels, who ever fince his 
Return, has been the moſt open Advocate 


for the late Admiral, and the principal Evi- 


dence for his Courage at his Trial ; who 
though under expreſs Orders to land his 
Regiment at Minorca, had the Addreſs to 
exempt himſelf from an Inquiry, in which 
the Public may think him equally concerned 
and who, how high ſoever he may have rated 
his Service on Board the Fleet, yet could 


have no Colonel's Command there: what- 


ever, I ſay, may have been advanced about 


the Impoflibility of raiſing the Siege of 
St. Philip's; the long Defence which the 


Garri- 


Es] 

Garriſon made after this Gentleman had given 
it up, from the fourth of May to the twenty- 
ninth of June, is an evident Proof of what 
might have been done, if they had been pro- 
perly reinforced with thirty of their abſent Offi- 
cers, two hundred Recruits, and two more good 
Battalions, which his Majeſty had ordered them; 
together with ſuch other Supplies as might 
from ques to Time have been ſent to them. 


Se CE the W of theſe Queries a Copy 
of the Minutes of the Council having fallen 
into my Hands, I have prefixed it to them, 


that the Reader may the better judge of their 
Propriety. 


T a Council of War held in Gibraltar 
on Tueſday the fourth of May, 17 56. 
PRESENT, 
L.. G. F—x. 
The Hon. M. G. ST —_—T, 
The Hon. Col. C 
Right Hon. Col. E. E 
Right Hon. Col. L. — pag 


| F% Col. ee an 


1 0 Col. C - ”, 2 : / , 
a a) — of 
| 78 Col. Cb. 7 wh „ 
L 0 Col. 8— 1. 


B 2 
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Win al took i ing 8 three 
Letters from L. B—n- his Majeſty's deere: 
tary at War to the Governor of Gibraltar, 
and alſo an Order of the Admiralty to Ad- 
miral B—g of the thirty · firſt of March hn | 
which is as follows: 


By the Fi” "ee for executing the Office i 
Lord High Admiral 7 Great Britain, Se. | 


HEREAS the King has been pleaſed 
to direct that the Royal Regiment 

of Fullers commanded by Lord Ro B—e 
ſhould ſerve on Board his Mz elty'; 8. Ships! in 
the Mediterranean ; and that whe {aid Regi- 
ment ſhould be landed at Minorce, in caſe 
the Governor or Commander in Chief ef that 
Iſland ſhould think it neceffary for its De- 
fence; and the Governor of Gibraltar having 
Orders, in caſe a further Reinforcetnent ſhould 
be neceſlary_at Minorce, to make a Detach- 
ment equal to a Battalion from his Garriſon ; 
which Detachment the Admital or Com- 
mander in Chief of his "Majeſty's Ships i in 
the Mediterranean is to convey to Minorca, 
on Board the Men of War, or ſuch Tranſport- 
e as he ſhall be able to provide for that 
f ee 3 


al 


Purp oſe : We do in Purſuance of his Ma- 
jeſty s Pleaſure, fignified to us by Mr. Fur one 
of his principal Secretaries of State, hereby re- 
| de dn ed you! to pay due Obedience to 

kis Majeſty's aforeſaid Directions, by latming 
L. R— B. eis Regiment, in caſe the land 
of Misorca ſhall be attacked; and upon Con 
ſaltation with the Governor, the fame ſhall 
appear to be neceſſary; and you are not to 
confine yourſelf to the landing that Regiment 
only, but alſo to aſſiſt with as many Gunners 
and Men from your Squadron as may be 
ſerviceable, and as the Ships can poſſibly ſpare ; 
you are likewife to pay due Regard to his 
Majeſty's aforeſaid Pleaſure in relation to the 
tranſporting « a Battalion from n to 5 a 


norca. 


Sen under our Eandb the N f 


| re" we” | 
N 
W. Rey, f 
* Command of their 


Lordſhips. 


18 


1 


AnD it appearing from Advice received 
by Admiral -B—g and L. Gen. F—4, that 
on the eighteenth of April laſt the French 
Forces wete- landed on the Iſland of Mi- 
norca; conſiſting of a Number of Men from 
thirteen to fifteen Thouſand; and that his 
Majeſty's Troops on the ſaid Iſland had retired. 
into the Fortifications of St. Philip's Caſtle : 
The Council alſo took into Conſideration, 
the Situation of his Majeſty's Garriſons in the 
Mediterranean ; and are humbly of Opinion - 
that the ſending of 'a Detachment equal to 
a Battalion would be evidently weakening the 
Garriſon of Gibraltar, and be no way effectual 
for the Relief of Minorca, for the following 
'_ Reaſons, 


I. Bxcavse by the Opinion of the chief 
Engineer of this Garriſon, who has ſerved 
in that Ifland, and that of other Officers 
of the Artillery acquainted with the Situation 
of that Harbour, it would be difficult, if not 
impoffible, to throwin any Succours; and could 
they be thrown in would be ineffectual; as 
the Council do not conceive any Hopes of in- 
trodycing a Body of Men ſufficient to diſlodge 


the 


[7] 


the French or raiſe the Siege: and therefore 
though ſuch a Detachment might have been 
| of great Service in Minorca, could they have 

been landed before the Iſland was actually 


attacked, and whilſt a Squadron of his Ma- 
jeſty's Fleet had been there to co-operate with 
the Troops in the Defence and Preſervation 
of the Iſland; and which ſeem to be the Scope 
and Meaning of the recited Letters and Or- 
ders; yet in the preſent Situation of Affairs, 
it is the Opinion of the Council, that the ſend- 
ing ſuch a Detachment from hence to Minorca 
at this Time, inſtead of being uſeful to his 
Majeſty's Service would be diminiſhing the 
Strength of the Garriſon of Gibraltar, and un- 
neceſſarily riſking the Loſs of an additional 
Number of his Majeſty's Troops, without any 
reaſonable Proſpect or Hope of their being of 

any Aſſiſtance to Minorca. LE 


II. Becavse the Toulon Squadon, by the 
beſt Accounts the Council have received, is 
at leaſt equal in Force, if not ſuperior to that 
under the Command of Admiral B—g ; and 
ſhould the Briti/h Fleet be any way weak- 
ened by an Engagement or any other Acci- 
dent, the Garriſon of Gibraltar would be ex- 
poſed to imminent Danger; and as the Gar- 
riſon 


. * 8 1 
niſau ſtands at preſent, it is not more "thai 


ſufficient for the common * of the Gar- 
riſon. 


Bur Admiral B—yg having 8 that 


there is a Deficiency of Men on Board the 


Ships late underthe Command of Commodore 
Edgcumbe, on Account of his having -left a 
Number of Soldiers and Marines at Minorca 
to aſſiſt in the Defence of the Place, and that 
a Detachment is abſolutely neceſſary to render 
thoſe Ships uſeful ; it is the Opinion of the 
Council that the Governor of G:bre/tar ſhould 
ſend ſuch a Detachment on Board, as ſhall be 
judged neceſſary to enable thoſe Ships to act 
in a proper Manner nn the * 


5 Mo. 
E XX. 
L. R— B— x. 
Jos. Dx, Col. 
J. G-, L. Col. 
Ca, C-— x. L. Col. 
J. C—, L. Col. 
R—_ On, L. Col. 


1. WHE» 


[9] 


„Was rann a great Part of the Mem- 


bers of that Council of War were not 


themſelves under expreſs Orders to go to 
Mahon 4 


2. "i the eldeſt Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel of the Garriſon of Gibraltar was not one 
of the Council; and if ſo, whether at leaſt 
one half of them were not under ſuch Or- 
ders ? | 


3. WHETHER it be poſſible for Officers, 
who are ordered to their Garriſon, to vote, 
That it is not for his Majeſty's Service that 
they ſhould go thither ? | 


4. WHETHER the neareſt Approach that 
could be made to this, does not ſeem to be to 
vote, That the going of the Battalion, ordered 
from Gibraltar, was not for his Majeſty's Ser- 
vice; for Reaſons, which conclude d. fortiori 


e their own going ? 


5. 8 one of the Reaſons aſſigned 
be not, that ſuch Battalion would be an in- 
effectual Relief; and if the Succour of two 


Battalions, vis, that and the Fuziliers, would 


: 
„ 
f 

Ts — pe — — doe ein — po, 


C- | be 


Lr 
be an ineffectual Relief; 8 thoſe Officers 
going by themſelves, or with only one Bat- 
talion, would not be a fl leſs effeftual 5 05 
ef? | 


6. WHETHER the Difficulty of 8 | 
them into the Place be not another Reaſon 
aſſigned? and whether, if they could not 
force their Way by the Help af two Battalions, 


they were more likely to do it with. that of 
one? | 


7. WHETHER it be not theconſtant Practice 
of War in every Service, for Officers, whoſe 
Garriſons happen in their Abſence to be ſur- 
priſed with a Siege, or who are ordered to the 
Relief of it, to run every Kind of Riſk, in 
order to get into the Place of their Duty? 55 


8. Wu Turk at the sage of Teurnay, 5 
Inſtance, in the Vear 1709, French Colonels 
and other Officers were not continually taken 
in the Confederatè Camp in Diſguiſe: ; Who 
were content to run the Riſk of being hanged 
for Spies by their Enemies, and then of being 
ſhot by the Out-Centinels: of the Garriſon, 
before they could make themſolves known to 

| their 


o 114 
their Friends, rather than be wanting to their 
Honour, by not getting into the Town*? 


9. Wur- 


* Beſide thoſe that attempted to get into the Place by 
Force, ahd thoſe that ſtole in undiſcovered, Monſieur De- 
moſſenu a chief Engineer was taken in the Beſieger's 
Camp, in this Manner, June the 27th. Monſieur Ville 
manrea French Brigadier, with a Captain of his Regiment, 
were taken in the Diſguiſe of Peaſants, July the 2d. 
Lieutenant Col. De Saiſan was taken under the Glacis 
of the Town, as he was endeavourring to get into it, 
Fuly the 6th. As were two other Officers, July the th. 
Colonel La Valiere, whoſe Regiment was in the Town, 
was taken do ae as he was endeavouring to get into it, 
July the 17th, See the Journal of the Siege in the Annals 
of this Reign, Pages 25, 30 31> 33 


Indeed this is ſo eſtabliſhed a Rule of Duty, that In- 
ſtances of the ſame kind occur in almoſt every Siege of 
Importance. At that of Mons this ſame Year, after the 
Battle of Malplaguet had cut off all Hope of Relief, the 
French Officers ill endeavoured to get into the Place; 
not to fave the Town, for that was impoſſible, but only 
to protract the Siege. See the Garriſon Articles of Capi- 
tulation, one of which is: The Priſoners taken on both 
Sides ſhall be reſtored ; in which Number ſhall be in- 
6 cluded, thoſe that were taken in endeavouring to 
throw themſelves into the Town, ſince it was inveſted.” 
Annals, p. 68. 
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9. WHETHER, when an eſtabliſhed Rule 


of Duty is broken through, it were not to be 


wiſhed for the Honour of our Service, that 
the Reaſons ſhould be produced, why theſe 
Officers determined not to take the Succours 
ordered to Minorca ; and without giving the 
Opinion of Mr. O Hara, who was juſt come 


from thence ; without having tried whether 


the Harbour was open or not; but ſuppoſing 
it to be impenetrably blocked up, contrary to 
Fact, as has ſince appeared; ſhould cooly 
reſolve, even at two hundred Leagues Diſ- 
tance from Danger, That it would be diffi- 
cult, if not impoſſible, to throw in any Succours ; 
and could they be thrown in, they would be in- 

| effettual ; 


The ſame Thing happened the next Year at Doway; 
which having been inveſted ſooner than was expected, a 
great Number of Officers were abſent from their Poſts, 
ſome of whom were taken as they endeavoured to get 
into the Place. Annals, p. 46. 


And the Year before this at the Siege 1135 Major 
General De Luxembourg and Mr. De Tournefort, with 


about two thouſand Carbineers, made a deſperate Attempt 


to force thro* the Beſiegers Line of Circumvallation; 
and thought it Succeſs to be able to throw themſelves into 


ve City, with the Loſs only of about half of their Party. 


[ 73 ] 
efeftual; as the Council do not conceive any Hope 
of introducing a Body of Men ſufficient to diſlodge 
the French, or raiſe the Siege. 


10. WHETHER the Intent of ſending Suc- 
cours to a Place attacked be not to protract the 
Siege, and give Time for future Meaſures, 
much oftener than to raiſe it? Whether there- 
fore a Body of Men were ever juſtified in re- 
fuſing to go into a Town, becauſe they ſhould 
ſtill be inſufficient to diſlodge the Enemy, and 
raiſe the Stege*? 

11. WRHE- 


* Had the firſt Relief of about five hundred Men, 
brought by Sir John Leak to Gibraltar, when beſieged by 
the Spaniards and French in the year 1704, or the three 
Colonels that got into the Town ſoon after, reaſoned in 
this Manner, that important Fortreſs had been given up. 
And yet they found Gibraltar in a much worſe Condition 
than St. Philip's was, either on the fourth of May, or the 
twenty-fourth ; forty of the Cannon of the Town having 
been diſmounted, the Faces of the Baſtions beaten down, 
and the Lieutenant-Governor, with Brigadier Fox, and 
a great Number of other Officers killed. 


Even the two thouſand Men that afterwards got thither, 
did not pretend to diſlodge the Enemy, or raiſe the Siege ; 
but only to weary them out; which the Prince of He 
effectually did for ſix Months together, ruining of the Be- 


kegers 


— — — — ::: ̃ — 
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11. WaeTHER tlie next Patkgraph + 
theſe Minutes, does not ſeem to be * 
adapted to the ancient Method of War be- 
tween Greeks and Perſians, than to modern 
Practice. And therefore, tho' ſuch a De- 
© tachment might have been of great Ser- 
© vice in Minorca, could they have been 
landed before the Iſland was actually at- 
© tacked, and whilſt a Squadron of his Ma- 
e s Fleet had been there to co-ope- 

rate with the Troops in the Defence and 
Preſervation of the Ifland ; yet in the 
preſent Situation of Aﬀairs, and at this 
| Time, Ec. | 


WHrTHER by the Fleet at Sea's co-ope- 
rating with the Troops on Shore, be not 
meant, their beating the Enemy's Fleet, and 

Prevent- 


ſiegers at leaſt two Thirds of their Namber, ubich the 
whole French Army confiſted of, that landed in Minorca. 
Let it be remarked too, that all Spain lay behind the Be- 
fiegers of Gibraltar, to ſupply them with Men and Am- 
munition. Whereas the French were ſhut up in the 
Iſland of Minorca, and depending upon the oO of 
an Engliſh Fleet for their Supplies. 


131 | 
preventing theſe Land-forces m operating 
| ow all fe i 


33. Wunrurn Taftances:, are not to be 
found of Troops: ſuffering | themſelves to be 
landed in an Iſland, even without inſiſtin 8 
on the previous Security of a ſuperior Fleet 
at ogy to prevent an am s ever g to 


CENT IR the cite of Regi- 
ments, that were in each of theſe Garriſons, 
was not known to the Privy Council at St. 


James's, as well as to this at Gibraltar? And 


whether it might not juſtly have been pre- 
ſumed, that freſh Troops: would be ſent from 
hence, to ſupply the Place of thoſe Fat were 
red. to Minorca, . ..._ - 


| 14. Wurrurk this is not the firſt In- 
ſtance of Officers belon; gin g | to a 2 Place actu- 
ally 


If the Reader think this too ridiculous an Interpre- 


tation, by the parallel Part of Mr. B—g's Letter of the 
lame Date, which is the Eccho of this Ceuncil of War, 
it appears to be the true one. If (ſays he) J had been 
* ſo happy as to have ES at Mahon before the French 
“& had landed, 1 Hatter myſelf I ſhould have been able to 
, "nw prevented their geting a Farting on that und. * 


. ˙ r ——ͤ A 
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ally beſieged, and known to be in Want of 
Men, meeting together and determining 
not to carry the Succour ordered to it, out 
of Tenderneſs for another Place which was 
not beſieged, and which they did not be- 
long to ? 


15. W-eTHER if theſe Officers had in- 
tended to go to Mahon themſelves, they 
would not have been for taking as many Sue 
cours as they could with them ? E. 


16. WHETHER the Determinations: of 
this Council of War had not made it im- 
poſſible for them ever to think of going 
to Mahon ? Since it could not have been 
kept a Secret from the Garriſon, when they 
and the Fuſiliers other Officers came there, 
that his Majeſty had with great Goodneſs 
ordered them another Battalion,., but that 
they would not bring it. 


17. WHETHER when they ſhould be ob- 
| bliged to give the Reaſon of their Refuſal, 
that very Reaſon, that the Succour even of 
two Battalions would be an ineffectual Relief, 
would not, when heard at Mahon on their com- 
ing with one, have been an effeCtual Decla- 

ration 


TEL 


tation to the Garriſon, that they had nothin 8 
to hope for, but "oo. to capitulate as ſoon 
4 1 2 


1 18 | V E THEx 4 council f War, conſiſt· 
ing of Land-Officers only, had any ight to 
vote, or even countenance an Opinion, that 
the French Fleet of Twelve Ships of the Eine 
was at leaſt equal in Force, if not ſuperior, to that 
under the Command of Admiral Bg of thirteen 
Britiſh Ships of the Line, then riding at 
Anchor 3 them? And whether the mere 
Suppoſition, that the Engliſb Fleet might be 
weakened by an Engagement, had not, when 
made by Men of their Rank, itſelf a Ten- 


dency to produce ſuch a Weakening? and _ 


| though the Majority of the Sea Officers muſt 
doubtleſs have received any Suppoſition of 
their being worſted with a becoming Indigna- 
tion; yet, whether the Admiral himſelf did 
not 2 „ a 


19. WHETHER we do not find theſe ſame 


Land-Officers, after the Fleet had received the 
Defeat near Minorca, which they had beſpoke 


D at 


Fu 


ET Gibraltar, at a Sea- Council, With © mol 
Goodneſs adviſing the Admiral to go back to 
Gibraltar, without their once offering them- 
ſelves, with the £4, jr, Officers, N ec 
to be K W at % PRESS % 2 ON 8 2 
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Mb; . WnzTHER a grateful Man can efule 
his Evidence for the Courage of an Admiral, 
Who, being ſent by his Majeſty to carry two 
Battalions to Minorca, in order to fave his 
Friends the Trouble of a Siege, told the Go- 
vernor of Gibraltar, that one of them would 


not be wanted, and then wrote to the Gover- 


* The Harmony between the two Services through 
this whole Expedition is very remarkable. Does the Ad- 
miral chooſe to lay in in time an Excuſe for not Fighting 
The Land- Officers help him to one in the firſt Council, 
by weighing the Strength of the two Fleets in much nicer 
Scales, than the Admiral himſelf could do with any Decency; 
and determining by their own Weights in the Enemy 
Favour. Do the Land-Officers wiſh to excuſe themſelves 
from being ſet aſhore at St. Philip's ? The Admiral has 

a Set of Queſtions, drawn up with a manifeſt View to 
their Anſwers ; ; which being ſigned by a ſecond Council, 
effectually ſerve both their Purpoſes, 


Feen 2 . 
. 
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nor of Minorca that the ather ak not Ne 
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+ But I mult inform you, £ b Should the Fuxiliers 
* * landed, a. as they : are Par "x the Ships Complements, - 
Kit will diſable "the Squadron from acting gainſt that 
| cc of the Enemy, which I am informed is cruiſing off the 
| & Iſland,” See Mr. Bing's Letter, Yet Sir George Rook, 
1 in order really to cover Gibraltar, then threatened with 2 
Siege, failed to fight the French Fleet, which carried 
bre hundred Guns more than his own, after landing 


ighteen hundred Marines of his Ships nen o 
8 this new Conqueſt : | 
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